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CORPORATION OF HAMILTON 

CORPORATION BOARD 

PUBLIC SESSION 

 
Wednesday, March 3, 2021, 12:30 pm 
Mayor’s Parlour, City Hall, Hamilton 

 
Present: Rt. Wor. Charles R. Gosling, JP, Chairman 

 Councillor John Harvey, MBE, JP 
 Councillor Lawrence Scott, JP 
 Councillor Nicholas Swan 
 Councillor Henry Ming 
 Councillor RoseAnn Edwards 
 Councillor Jenefer Brimmer 

  
Apologies: Councillor Dennis Tucker, MBE, JP 

 Councillor George Scott, JP 
  

Staff: Secretary/COO - Dwayne A. Caines 
 Acting Secretary/Treasurer – Tanya Iris 
 City Engineer - Patrick Cooper 
 HR Manager – Lindell Foster 
 Director of Marketing & Communications – 

Jessica Astwood 
 Public Relations Manager - Helen Zoellner 

  
Apologies: Deputy Treasurer – Siobhan Fubler 

  
In Attendance: Public Gallery 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

1. Confirmation of Notice 

The Secretary/COO confirmed that the appropriate notices of the meeting were duly given 
according to the Meeting Guide. 
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2. Role of the Chairman 

The Mayor confirmed his role as the Chairman. 

3. Open Meeting 

The meeting was called to order at 12.30 pm. 

4. Apologies 

The Secretary/COO confirmed that apologies had been received from Councillor G. Scott, 
Councillor D. Tucker and Deputy Treasurer, Siobhan Fubler. 

The Mayor noted that Councillor G. Scott had been absent from Board and Committee Meetings 
since January 2021, due to delays in returning to Bermuda from overseas.  He said the 
Municipalities Act stated that Members shall cease to hold office if they are absent from Bermuda 
for a period in excess of three consecutive months.  The Mayor said that it had been impossible 
for Councillor G. Scott to return to Bermuda to fulfil his commitment to the COH due to the 
pandemic.   

RESOLUTION: 

That the Board recognises the difficulties that Councillor G. Scott is having in returning to the 
Island and therefore forgives the meetings which he had missed since January 2021. 

Proposed: Mayor, Charles Gosling 

Seconded: Councillor J. Harvey 

Unanimous 
 

ACTION: 

Write to Councillor G. Scott to state the Board's intention to forgive his absence from the COH 
meetings for three (3) consecutive months, as it recognises the difficulties he has had in returning 
to the Island. (Secretary/COO) 

5. Public Participation/Presentation 

5.1 Freedom Square Project 

The Mayor introduced the Secretary/COO, Dwayne A. Caines, who gave an update on the 
Freedom Square Project, the historical significance of the Theatre Boycott and the 
concept of the proposal.  The Mayor noted that not only desegregation but also women's 
sufferage and other freedoms would be celebrated by the Freedom Square Project, with 
the community contributing ideas.  There would be a fundraising campaign to facilitate 
the project which would include a memorial structure and educational tour information 
via an app.  The date of 2 July 2021 would showcase Freedom Square, which would also 
be the anniversary of the Theatre Boycott victory. 
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6. Correspondence 

The Mayor had received an invitation from The Right Reverend Nicholas Dill, for the Mayor, 
Councillors and Executive to attend a Sunday morning service at the Cathedral to celebrate the 
125th Anniversary of the Guild of the Good Shepherd.   

7. Minutes of the Previous Corporation Board Meeting dated 3 February 2021 (Public Session) 

The Mayor commented on: 

Page 6, Paragraph 13.1, first sentence: 

"Councillor Harvey said that the suggestion for a photograph of the current sitting Mayor and 
Members would be used instead of Mayor, Charles Gosling's decision not to have another portrait 
of himself, preferring to honour the Council Members." should read: "Councillor Harvey said that 
the suggestion for a photograph of the current sitting Mayor and Members would be displayed to 
honour the Council Members." 

Page 6, Paragraph 13.1, fifth sentence:  "It was noted that the photograph would be taken in a 
more formal setting buy a professional photographer should there be a need to display such a 
photograph in the future." should read: "It was noted that the photograph would be taken in a 
more formal setting by a professional photographer should there be a need to display such a 
photograph in the future."   

Page 7, Paragraph 13.5, first sentence:  "The Mayor welcomed the Public Gallery, Ms. Sofia 
Canier, Jeanine Richardson and Kimberly Wilson, who attended to witness the democratic 
process." should read: "The Mayor welcomed the Public Gallery, Ms. Sophia Cannonier, Ms. 
Jeanine Richardson and Ms. Kimberly Wilson, who attended to witness the democratic process."  

Page 7, Paragraph 13.5, last sentence:  "Ms. Canier, Ms. Richardson and Ms. Wilson left the 
meeting at 1.39 pm." should read: "Ms. Cannonier, Ms. Richardson and Ms. Wilson left the 
meeting at 1.39 pm." 

Proposed:  Councillor L. Scott 

Seconded:  Councillor J. Brimmer 

The Minutes were accepted as amended. 

8. Matters Arising from the Previous Corporation Board Meeting dated 3 February 2021 (Public 
Session) 

8.1 Minutes Format 

Forward to the Staff, Legislative & Governance Committee to be held on 16 February 
2021, to discuss the format of the Minutes.  Action item completed. 
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8.2 Bermuda Karting Club Hamilton Grand Prix Event 

Forward to the Infrastructure Committee Meeting to be held on 10 February 2021, to 
invite the Bermuda Karting Club to present at the next Infrastructure Committee 
Meeting, as it relates to sponsorship for the Hamilton Grand Prix event scheduled for 
15-16 May 2021.  Councillor Harvey said that it had been considered that May would be 
too soon due to COVID-19 restrictions and that dates in September 2021 were being 
finalised.  Businesses in the area were in support of the Grand Prix, however, comments 
were awaited from the Emmanuel Baptist Church on Dundonald Street.  Action item 
completed. 

8.3 Photograph of Mayor and Members 

Display the photograph of the Mayor and Members in a prominent position in the foyer 
at City Hall.  Action item completed. 

ACTION: 

Arrange for a photograph of the Mayor and Council Members to be taken, to be displayed 
in a prominent position in the foyer at City Hall.  (Director of Marketing and 
Communications) 
 

8.4 Budget 2021 Resolution 

The Mayor noted that in the Board Minutes of 3 February 2021, paragraph 10.1, he had 
assumed that the outstanding budget for upgrades to the sewage system outlined in the 
2019 Budget, would also now be approved.  He said that this assumption had been 
incorrect as there had been no provision made in the 2021 Budget for sewage upgrades.  

8.5 SSL Lease Resolution 

The Mayor referred to the Board Minutes of 3 February 2021, paragraph 10.2, as it related 
to the Resolution presented to the Minister for approval.  The Minister required a 
reduction in the term of the proposed lease from twenty (20) years to four (4) years, 
before he would give his approval.  The Mayor said that legal advice had been sought and 
a letter of response had been sent to the Minister. 

9. Resolutions Approved by the Minister 

Passed:  3 February 2021                    Submitted to the Minister:  4 February 2021 

That the Board approve the contract to install the Barrier System at No.5 Car Park be awarded to 
Solterra Landscape at a cost of $24,631.51. 

That the Board approve the one-year Cargo Dock Security Contract be awarded to SAS Protection 
Services Ltd at a cost of $738,303.00. 

That the Board approve the contract for the Victoria Street Bathroom Renovation be awarded to 
Gorham's Management & Design Limited at a cost of $149,131.00. 
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10. Board Recommendations for Review 

10.1 Bid Recommendation - Albuoy's Point Force Main Replacement 

The City Engineer said that there were blockages and breaks in the old cast iron force 
main running from Albuoy’s Point sewage pumping station on the dock side of the Ferry 
Terminal, through Point Pleasant Road and into the Front Street line, which required 
urgent replacement.  Operations repair works budget would be available and the project 
had been put out to tender.  The force main serves the Washington Building. 

RESOLUTION: 

That the Board approve the contract to install the Albuoy’s Point Force Main Replacement 
be awarded to Invisible Trenching at a cost of $31,482.50. 

Proposed: Councillor J. Harvey 

Seconded: Councillor J. Brimmer 

Unanimous 
 

11. Committee Recommendations for Review 

11.1 Residents Advisory Committee – 4 February 2021 (Public Session) 

The meeting had been cancelled. 

11.2 Infrastructure Committee – 17 February 2021 (Public Session) 

RESOLUTION: 

That the Board approve the waiver of the street rental fees for the Bermuda Tourism 
Authority's Alfresco Dining Festival. Note that this will not include waiving the fees for 
labour for this event. 

Motion Passed 

11.3 Finance Committee – 18 February 2021 (Public Session) 

There were no Recommendations for review. 

11.4 Staff, Legislative & Governance Committee – 16 February 2021 (Public Session) 

There were no Recommendations for review. 
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12. Any Other Business 

12.1 Vagrants in the City of Hamilton 

Councillor Harvey requested an update of the recent meeting between Councillor Swan, 
the Secretary/COO, the Bermuda Police Service and other entities, to discuss the serious 
issue of vagrants in the City.  The Secretary/COO gave an outline of the COH's ongoing 
discussions with many social and business entities, including data collection.  He 
confirmed that two (2) recent meetings had taken place, where it had been recognised 
that vagrancy was a long term social issue.  The recent meetings, however, focused on 
the accute criminality City-wide, as opposed to the social issues, and challenged the BPS 
to be more robust in its policing.  The BPS would format a strategy encompassing the 
criminality involved.  A list of actions in the face of criminality had been prepared for the 
local businesses by the Chamber of Commerce.  The BPS had reiterated that its budget 
had been cut significantly.  A further meeting would be scheduled. Councillor L. Scott 
mentioned the COH's past attempts to police the City itself via City Rangers, which had 
been met with non-approval by the BPS and the Government.  The Secretary/COO said 
that the BPS may propose Auxiliary Police as in the UK, with limited powers of 
arrest.  Since October 2020, the COH commenced paying for two (2) Extra Duty Police 
Officers to patrol the North Hamilton area and who submit daily reports, with the 
additional objective of building relationships with the community.  Councillor Brimmer 
said that it was vital to provide a solution to get the vagrants off the streets.  The 
Secretary/COO said that would be the responsibility of the appropriate Government 
department, whilst the COH could only provide temporary short-term 
measures.  Councillor Harvey noted the recent deliberate vandalism of removing the 
grates overnight around the City.  

The Mayor said that some vagrants were on the streets through no fault of their own, 
whilst others decide on the lifestyle.  He said that the BPS should be reminded to provide 
a police service that satisfies the needs of the City, notwithstanding its reduced budget. 

Councillor Harvey said that this issue would remain on the Agenda, with a Vagrancy 
Report each month. 

12.2 Council Election 

Councillor Edwards asked when the next election of the Council would be.  The Mayor 
said that, according to the law, the next election would be in May 2022. 

12.3 Public Gallery 

The Mayor thanked the members of the public who attended the Corporation Board 
Meeting today.  He said it was an honour to know of their interest in the community and 
in the work of the COH.  The COH was an open door and the Members would welcome 
any feedback.  He said that the COH endeavoured to do right in all that is done and any 
comments would be refreshing.  The Members introduced themselves to the members of 
the public. 
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13. Motion to Move to Restricted Session 

Proposed:  Councillor L. Scott 

Seconded:  Councillor J. Harvey 

 
 

_________________________ 

Mayor 

 

_________________________ 

Secretary/COO 

______________________________ 

Date 


